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R Crane House last quarter 19th century

Chestertown

private

4 shingle style Victorian gothic residence with a wmysterious origin, the
Crane house aprears to have replaced a conventional small scale gabled frame
house of which the only record is a partial glimpse in a photograph in Fred
Ustilton's Chestertown: Jem City on the Chestar and the documentary information
that it was bRilt for Richard Smyth, <‘he -rane house itself is a handsome

revresentative of its style, its exterior recently restored by its mwmmx
owner,
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BJLOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

11 4 Water Street

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Chestertown — VICINITY OF First
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Kent
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC Eoccupuzo __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
X BUILDING(S) x_PRlVATE __UNOCCUPIED __COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL X GRIVATE RESIDENCE
__SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
— OBJECT __INPROCESS __YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL __TRANSPORTATION
_NO __MILITARY Koren 2DUS

Y OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME
John Monroe and Jean Kratzer Hudson

Telephone %#: 778-1688

STREET & NUMBER

117 Water Street

CITY. TOWN sTaTE, zip code
Chestertown ' ___ VICINITY OF Maryland 21620
B LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: EHP 37
COURTHOUSE. Folio #: L17

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC. Of fice of the County Clerk

STREET & NUMBER
Kent County Court House

ITY. TOW TATE
s Chestertown Mai'yland
A REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE none
DATE

—FEDERAL _STATE __COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN

STATE




DESCRIPTION £-2006

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —_UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
X gooDp __RUINS XaLTerep 27 __MOVED DATE
__FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

11); Water Street is located on the northwest side of the street, one door south
of the intersection of Maple Avenue and Water Street in Chestertown; it isuon a
part of the wouthwest half Town Lot 15.

tis a 2§—story Yi-bay frame shingle~covered Victorian house with a 3-bay
able end facing the strset, a 1l-bay, 3-story octagmal tower in the fourth
(right) bay, and a l-story flat roof porch adross the front of the gatle mad
ernd and abutting the tower,

=~ b

The main wing of the house, though only two bays deep, is approximately square:
there are-33v/:2al wings telsscoped to the rear,

The house sits on a low btrick basement. The porch sits on brick pisrs ant is
enclosed to a height of some three feet with shingles, There are fomr plain
round columns across the front of the porch supporting a plain box cornice and
slightly tapered tin roof, The steps are wood, The door is in the right bay
and has one large nane of glass in its wupper half and four panels below,

There are two dcuble hung sash windows on each cf the two main stories and all

are 1/1 with louvered shutters. There is a pair of 6/1 attic windows in the middle

of the front gable. The pla‘®1 cornice has a very deep soffit, There is a 3-foot
rabturn across the front of the gable sn each side and a facia board running across the
fron t of the house at the same level continuing the line established b the

cornice return and therzhv completing tihe outlining of the gable,

The roof is covered with ¢ omposition shingles,

The tower has 1/1 double hung sash windows on each of its exposed sides on the first
and secod stories, {1 windows on the third story. There are no shutters oa the
tower. The octagonal-cme roof is covered with the sume cedar shingles that are

on the main Huilding, and it has a pinnicle at its peak,

Thare are large gabled dormers with paired windows on the north and south
elavations of the main wing, which have triangular pediments and single pilasters
between the wyindew _.alirs,

The north elevation has 2 bay window about halfway up the facade between the
first and second stories, ospposite the stair-landing within,

Thare are two additional "A"™ roof 2i-story wings to the rear, both with an
assortment of pedimented dormers; and ther= is a full-wiidth zingle story
shed-roofed additio-n beyond them, There is a chimbey in the first of the additional
wings and another at the rear of the secnd.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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B} SIGNIFICANCE a
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC _—COMMUNITY PLANNING __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION

—1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC __CONSERVATION —_ LAW __SCIENCE

__1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE _.ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE __SCULPTURE

__1600-1699 EQRCHITECTURE __EDUCATION __MILITARY . SOCIALHUMANITARIAN

—1700-1799 __ART _—_ENGINEERING —_MUSIC —..THEATER

5180041899 _—COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT __PHILOSOPHY —__TRANSPORTATION

—1900- —_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)

__INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES Last quarter 19th century BUILDER/ARCHITECT unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
11} Water Street is interesting as a suggsstion of the late nineteenth century
shingle style Victorian houses or simply as a shingled piade -of restrained
Victorian Sothic, but its prinecipal interest has to do with the nineteenth
century history of houses and transfers on the northern end of Water Strest,
and a small mystery which surrounds its date of construetion,

The house is built on a niecs of the southern half of Town Lot 15. The whole moiety
came into the nineteenth century as the ovropsrty of Simon Wickes'! descendents: Wickes
is presumably buried in the northwest corner of the whole moiety, somewhere at the
rear of what it today 11 2 Water Street, The Wickes sold the whole moety to Dr,
George Washington Thomas in 1826 for 3300. TFrom Thomas it passed into the Perkins
family. Then in 1863 3eorge W.T. Perkins sold it to Richard Smyth for $475, and
tis is where the mystary begins. %e know there was a house on the land by 1372

and that it was Smyth's, by information in his will of that date and from the

1877 map of Cherstertown which shows a house on the land with Smyth's name on it,

But there is a good deal of doubt as to whether it was the present house or not,

The shape of the house on the map =» , 5 . cThnmne . dodw not

conform to the present house's shape at all . Further there are two photographs

in Fred Usilton's Chestertown: Gem City on the Chester which show a house on

what appears to be this piece of ground which is clearly not the present house:

Lhey show = “ouse with its gable ends perpendicular to the street and with

at least two gablad €ormers facing the street,

It appears fairly likely that some¥ime between the 1370's and the turn of the
present century the Smyth house (willed to his daughter, Mary Diehl in the 1872
will) burned or was demolished (the Sanborn Insurance Map s:.u4s the Smyth house
wzs frame), and was replaced by the present structure. A thorough remodeling
13, of course, possihle, but it would have had to have been radical indeed,

Around the turn of the century, there was a dispute among the Diehls, and the properiye
still all of the molety--was sold off by Lewin W, Wickes as Trustee to Eben

F. Perkins. Perkins then split the property, selling the half of the moiety

with the house on it to Curtis I. Orane in 1902. (The other half, bordering Town Lot
14, went to Beulah Perkins, who later bought an adjoini. piece of 1l to maks up

what is today essentially the 11 2 Water Street property.) The Cranes are the

earliest owners of 11l Water Street anyone can remember—-and the prasent house is

the only house anyone liviag can ever remmmber having been on the property,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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FEJIMA]JOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
EIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION: Part of Town Lot 15, Beginning on front Street at the
point where this 16t adjoins the lands formerly of William J, Vannort (Metfalfe Apts)
and at the corner of the house now standing on thris lot, and running back at right
angles with Front Street and with the lands formerly of William J, Vannort, about
187 feet, 6 inches, to Laura T. Lambert's loty thence at right angles and with said
Laura T, Lambert's lot L1 feet, 6 inches to the lot of Eben F, Perkins (112 Water)
thence at right angles and with said lot 18y feet, 6 inches more or less to Front

Street, and thence by and with Pront Street Ul feet, 6 inches to the ?lace_nf_beginning.
: LTST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY

[§1FORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE

Robert Neill Historiec Site Surveyor

ORGANIZATION DATE
I’;aryland Histg[ i ﬂ:al Ilfush / I“H“ !)I “hc‘sfﬂ ~toum AL 10'76
STREET & NUMBER TeLePHONE

CITY OR TOWN STATE

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 18l KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438

Ps. 1108
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Smm=ary of Title Bearch:
11} Water Street

Heirs of Simon Wickes to Dr. George Weskington Thomas TW I 787 (1826) 2300

= m
L

Jeorge W. Thomas to “Yeorge W.T. Parkins
George W.T. Perkins to Richard Swyth JKH 3 L33 (1863)
Richard Smyth wills property to his daughter, Mary Diehl Wills EC 1 234 (1872)

)

Iewin W, Widkes, trustee fbr the Diehls to Eben F, Perkins JTD L 514 (1901) #2850

Eben F. Parkins to Curtis E, Crane JID 6 39% (1202)

Louise Crane Withgott to Mary S, Fontaine RRA 10 261 (1927)
(Mary Fontaine died, property vested in E, Clarke Fohtaine who then merried
Llba Withgott )#zx
8. Clarke Fontaine and Elba Withgott Fontaine %o Mary M., Beck WHG 7 302 (13948)

for
Marie C, Selby, trustee km Hary Y. Beck's estate to Jack and Miriam Kisffer

WHG 36 57l (1954)

AT

Jack and Miriam Xieffer to Jobn and Jean Hudson EHF 37 L8
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